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How to use this book:

1) Complete SAQs
• < 3 months until exam: Exam conditions – focus on clear answers 

‘to time’
• 3-6 months until exam: Transition towards exam conditions
• > 6 months until exam: Open book is ok, ‘focus on good answers 

and developing knowledge acquisition

2) Read and study around SAQ
• Use each SAQ as motivation to study around the individual topic
• Think about the different ways the topic could come up in the SAQ exam 

(use the topic structure provided by APEM course)

3) Write SAQs to further develop this program
• Review syllabus of medical expertise
• Create SAQs relating to topics not covered in this book, 

please format to be in exam-format, include answers
• This will help further develop this program as well as help you

think like an examiner
• Return to ben.shepherd86@gmail.com

ALL THE BEST!
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Envenomation
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Symptom/sign/lab 

result

present/absent 

(cross out incorrect 

answer)

Severe pain at the 

bite site

present/absent

Defibrinating 

coagulopathy

present/absent

Anti-coagulant 

coagulopathy

present/absent

Myolysis (clinically 

significant)

present/absent

Presynaptic paralysis present/absent

Postsynaptic 

paralysis

present/absent

A 45yo male is brought to Launceston ED by ambulance from a property near Launceston Tasmania. 

He reports that he has been bitten on the hand in the field “by a tiger snake” 20 minutes earlier. A pressure bandage and splint were applied in the field. 

He experienced a brief syncope within a few minutes of the bite and now complains of mild discomfort in the hand, visual blurring and feeling light headed.

•Sequence your management steps (35%)

•What is the role for VDK in this man? (10%)

•What laboratory tests are appropriate to the management of this case? (30%)

•Complete the table for the clinical presentation of Tiger snake envenomation in humans? (30%)
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Immediately upon commencing Tiger snake antivenom therapy a 45 yo male develops severe dyspnoea, throat 

“tightness” and light headedness.

(a) Describe your immediate actions. (70%)

(b) Describe the hypersensitivity reaction involved. (30%)
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Environmental
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Important Topics Not Covered – Possible SAQs
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Important Topics Not Covered – Possible SAQs
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Important Topics Not Covered – Possible SAQs
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Important Topics Not Covered – Possible SAQs
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